CHAPTER  TWENTY-FOUR
THE  KING   AND  THE  PRIME   MINISTER
When Mrs. Ernest Simpson's divorce action came before
the Judge at Ipswich, the newspapers did not publish a full
account of the surprising evidence, in which she complained
that her husband was guilty of adultery. The case depended
upon the statements of a number of hotel servants and, at
the end, Mr. Justice Hawke stated, "Well, I suppose I must
come to the conclusion that there was adultery in the case.
Very well—decree nisi."
The restraint of the newspaper reports of the divorce action
did not save the story of Mrs. Simpson's life from becoming
a widespread scandal. The weeks of whispered gossip and
rumour were ended: the talk, which had never gone far
beyond the official classes and the knowledge of the journal-
ists, now became the subject of after-dinner quips; old limer-
icks were remodelled and puns were invented to suit the
occasion. Every ugly device was used to spread the distressing
news. But, as the days passed, a nobleness in the public mind
conquered the cheap aspects of the coming tragedy. While
the story piled up towards the inevitable end, there was true
greatness in the reaction of the mass of people. They were
patient, and they seemed to respect the King's problem as
being a private war for his own character. They were too
disappointed in him to enjoy moral indignation, and their
resentment was not against the throne, but against his failure
to.fill it with honour.
The constitutional crisis had begun before the divorce at
Ipswich. Ori October 13, the Prime Minister had asked to be re-
ceived by the King: for some time, the Prime Minister had been
beset by letters revealing the uneasiness of hundreds of people
over the King's friendship with Mrs. Simpson. Mr. Baldwin
was also aware of t.he impending divorce action, and, in his
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